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SUMMARY:  Senate Bill 870 would authorize the City of Durham to allow various means of payment 

for on-street parking and use the proceeds collected from on-street parking to operate the city's 

parking program or provide parking facilities. 

[As introduced, this bill was identical to H1214, as introduced by Rep. Michaux, which is 

currently in Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House.] 

CURRENT LAW:  G.S. 160A-301(a) authorizes a city to regulate parking on public streets, alleys and 

bridges by the use of parking meters, permits activation of parking meters by coins or tokens only, and 

permits the use of parking meter proceeds to defray the cost of "enforcing and administering traffic and 

parking ordinances and regulations." 

BILL ANALYSIS:  Senate Bill 870 would authorize the City of Durham to require payment for vehicle 

parking by a means specified by the city, including credit cards and electronic means. The bill would 

eliminate the authority under current law to use parking meter proceeds to defray the cost of enforcing 

and administering traffic and parking ordinances and regulations, and would permit the use of such 

funds to defray the cost of operating the parking program or providing parking facilities. 

BACKGROUND:  The following towns and cities have local legislation that permits a variance from 

the General Statutes in the use of funds from parking: 

Wrightsville Beach, Carolina Beach, Kure Beach, and Wilmington are authorized to use 

proceeds from the use of parking meters to be pledged to amortize bonds issued to finance 

parking facilities or any public purpose. 

Raleigh and Chapel Hill are authorized to use proceeds from the use of parking meters to operate 

parking programs and provide parking facilities. 

Atlantic Beach and Beaufort are authorized to use the proceeds from parking meters for the same 

purposes that revenue from off-street parking facilities are used. Revenues from off-street 

facilities may be pledged to amortize bonds issued to finance such facilities or used for any 

public purpose. 

EFFECTIVE DATE:  This act would be effective when it becomes law. 

Chris Saunders with the Research Division substantially contributed to this summary. 

 

 


